
GEORGE CHAUNCEY 
FEBRUARY 23 
Lawrence v. Texas: 
Sexual Identity/Politics 
in the 20th century
1120 Susquehanna Hall, 4 p.m.

George Chauncey is a professor
of history at the University of
Chicago. He is the author 
of  numerous
publications
including Gay
New York:
Gender, Urban
Culture, and
the Making 
of the Gay
Male World,
1 8 9 0 – 1 9 4 0
(Basic, 1994).
He is currently working on The
Strange Career of the Closet: Gay
Culture, Consciousness, and
Politics from the Second World
War to the Stonewall Era.

L E S B I A N ,  G AY,  B I S E X U A L ,  A N D  T R A N S G E N D E R  S T U D I E S  P R O G R A M  
2 N D  A N N U A L  S P R I N G  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S

Queer (ing) Citizenship 
Before and After Lawrence

In June, 2003 the Supreme Court ruled in Lawrence v. Texas that laws criminalizing consensual, private 

sexual conduct between same-sex partners violated the Due Process Clause of the Constitution. The 

decision, which has been compared to Brown v. Board of Education in terms of its civil rights implications,

has set off a major public debate about marriage and transformed the meanings of citizenship for

America’s sexual minorities. This lecture series will offer the campus community an opportunity to reflect

upon those transformations and the history that preceded them. The four distinguished speakers will

examine the issue of sexual citizenship from a variety of perspectives, including history, literature, race,

and politics. Please join us for a series of stimulating and important conversations.

MICHAEL WARNER
APRIL 5
Whitman’s Body Politics
1120 Susquehanna Hall, 4 p.m.

Michael Warner is a professor
of English at Rutgers
University. His publications
include: Publics and Counter-
publics (Zone, 2002), The
Trouble with Normal: Sex
Politics, and the Ethics of
Queer Life (Harvard, 2000), 
and an edited collection,
Fear of a Queer Planet
(Minnesota, 1993). 

Each lecture will be followed
by a reception.

A brown bag lunch open to
students will be scheduled
during each lecturer’s visit to
campus. Times and locations of
lunch will be announced on
the LGBT Studies website.

ELIZABETH BIRCH
APRIL 26
Queer Politics in 
the 21st Century
1120 Susquehanna Hall, 4 p.m.

Elizabeth Birch
is the former
executive direc-
tor of the
Human Rights
Campaign, the
largest LGBT
advocacy org-
anization in the
United States.
In 2003 Birch
became a senior advisor to
Howard Dean in his campaign
for president. She earned her
law degree at the University of
Santa Clara School of Law 
in California. 

DWIGHT McBRIDE 
MARCH 15
Straight Black Studies
1120 Susquehanna Hall, 4 p.m.

Dwight McBride is associate 
professor of African American
Studies and English at

Northwestern
University. His
p u b l i c a t i o n s
include Impossible
Witnesses: Truth,
Abolitionism, and
Slave Testimony
(NYU Press, 2001),
and several edit-
ed collections:
Black Like Us: 

A Century of Lesbian, Gay, and
Bi-Sexual Fiction (Cleis Press,
2002),  James Baldwin Now, (NYU
Press, 1999), and Callaloo, Editor,
“Plum Nelly: New Essays in Black
Queer Studies” (Winter, 2000).

This series is sponsored by the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies Program, a unit
within the Division of Undergraduate Studies.  We gratefully acknowledge the support of the
Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies, the David C. Driskell Center for the Study of the
African Diaspora, the department of English, and the department of History.

www.lgbts.umd.edu
lgbts@umail.umd.edu
1147 Tawes Fine Arts Building
Phone: 301 405 5428
Fax: 301 314 2529
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